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were absorbing the attention and energies, of the
Government.    Gorges, left alone to execute the
writ against the colony, joined with Mason in
building a ship for the purpose of carrying the
quo warranto to New England, but the vessel
broke in the launching, and their resources were
at an end.    Mason died in 1635, and Gorges, an
old man of seventy, bankrupt and discouraged,
could do no more.    Though Morton continued
the struggle, and though, in 1638, the Committee
of the Council for Foreign Plantations   (the Laud
Commission)   again  demanded  the  charter, the
danger was past: conditions in England had be-
come so serious for the King that the complaints
against Massachusetts were lost to view.    At last
in 1639 Gorges obtained his charter for a feudal
propriety in Maine but no further attempts were
made to overthrow the Massachusetts Bay colony.
During the years from 1630 to 1640, the growth
of the colony was extraordinarily rapid.    In the
first year alone seventeen ships with two thousand
colonists came over, and it is estimated that by
1641 three hundred vessels bearing twenty thou-
sand passengers had crossed the Atlantic.    It was
a great migration.    Inevitably many went back,
but the great majority remained and settled in.